
 
2025 �

Graham School�  
Impact Report�  



Teaching Graham students is always energizing, 
as we trade insights on often controversial and 
provocative topics, yet always remain totally civil.  
After teaching a session, I feel more alive.”

Fred Beuttler 
PHD’95, CER’19 (BASIC PROGRAM)
GRAHAM SCHOOL INSTRUCTOR  
FORMER DEPUTY HISTORIAN OF THE US HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
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LETTER FROM DEAN AND GRAHAM COUNCIL CHAIR 

“Re�ections on a Year of Learning and Growth� 

DEAR FRIENDS OF THE GRAHAM SCHOOL, 

As we re�ect on the 2024–2025 academic year, we’re �lled with gratitude for a ye ar full of rigorous 
learning, deep relationships, and shared commitment to the value of life long liberal education. 

The year saw growth across our programs. We welcomed our largest incoming B asic Program 
cohort since the 1950s—a milestone that speaks to the continued appeal of exp loring big ideas 
through classic texts and thoughtful dialogue. Our Master of Liberal Arts, meanwhile, saw 
its strongest enrollment in nearly 20 years, as more individuals tur ned to interdisciplinary 
frameworks for understanding our complex and rapidly changing world. 

We were also thrilled to see momentum across our newer programs. The Leader ship and 
Society Initiative, Crafting Your Next Chapter, and the Chicago Leaders hip Circle each launched 
new cohorts of extraordinary individuals committed to personal growt h and making a broader 
impact on society. 

Beyond an expanding student body, we also expanded the scope of what we o�er : new Open 
Enrollment courses brought fresh topics and voices into our classroo ms, our travel study program 
announced exciting new destinations, and our Graduate Student-at-Lar ge (GSAL) program 
added opportunities to engage with courses across the University ’s schools and disciplines. 

The extraordinary generosity of our community has empowered our growin g programs and access. 
Newly endowed instructorships, expanded scholarship opportu nities, and a new lecture series 
on civic values are just a few examples of how philanthropy is helping to deepen our impact and 
open doors to transformative liberal arts education. 

What truly made this year special, though, is the people. Our world-class i nstructors and curious 
learners are the heartbeat of Graham. Whether in a classroom, on a trip abroad, o r in a casual 
conversation sparked by a text or idea, we’ve seen �rsthand how lifelong l earning can build 
community and transform lives. 

Thank you for being a part of our community this past year, and we look forward to th e 
learning journeys, together, in the year ahead. 

Warmly, 

Seth Green 
DEAN, UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO  
GRAHAM SCHOOL 

Don Phillips 
AM’86, CER’17 (BASIC PROGRAM)  
CHAIR, GRAHAM COUNCIL 
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In an atmosphere of collaborative 
conversation, discovery and outlook 
expansion, along with fellow lifelong 
learners, guided by gifted and 
passionate instructors, my world has 
become energetically more layered 
and interesting.” 

Julie Conway 
CER’21 (BASIC PROGRAM) 
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About the Graham School 

�e Graham School is a one-of-a-kind intellectual community that brings 
the best of the University of Chicago to lifelong learners who are seeking 
discovery and discernment. 

Through an array of distinctive programs and courses in the Great Books, the lib eral arts, 
and advanced leadership, Graham welcomes learners who seek to deepen t heir understanding 
of the world and lead examined lives of purpose. 

Graham’s students are lifelong learners with diverse backgrounds who sh are an insatiable 
curiosity about the world around them.  

YEAR IN REVIEW 

297 Total Courses O�ered 

4,400+ Enrollment Across Courses 

$668,463 Scholarship Dollars Awarded 

20,000+ Registrants Across All Public Events 

40,000+ Views of Public Event Recordings 

All data re�ects Fiscal Year 2025. 
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A YEAR IN PICTURES 

Visual Highlights of �
an Extraordinary Year� 

1. The Master of Liberal Arts launches   
the Epic Week with Homer in Hyde Park 

2. The academic year opens with a  
symposium on lifelong liberal education 

3. The second LSI cohort joins UChicago

4. More than 400 celebrate the season   
at our annual holiday gathering 

2. 3. 3. 

1. 

2. 

2. 

3. 

4. 4. 
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5. 7. 

5. The �rst two Crafting Your Next Chapter  
cohorts come together in a joyful reunion 

6. Learners explore Greece together   
during Spring Break 

7. The Basic Program welcomes scholars  
and students for a Henry V symposium 

8. Basic Program graduation 

9. LSI closing symposium 

10. MLA graduation 

6. 6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 10. 
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Philanthropic Impact �
Philanthropy plays a vital role in advancing the Graham School’s mission. Th e generosity 
of our community of supporters strengthens our commitment to providin g lifelong learning 
in the liberal arts, enabling us to expand scholarship opportunities, endow i nstructorships, create 
innovative programming, and foster a strong culture of giving. These inv estments ensure that 
the Graham School continues to shape meaningful educational experience s and sustain 
its impact for generations to come. 

SHEFFIELD FAMILY COMMITMENT STRENGTHENS BASIC PROGRAM INSTRUCTIO N 

Hope and Je� She�eld 

Hope and Je� She�eld’s deep appreciation for the Graham 
School’s Basic Program inspired their long-standing commitment to 
supporting its instructors. In 2018, they began by partially endowing 
four instructor positions with health bene�ts, and in 2024, they 
fully endowed the She�eld Family Basic Program Distinguished 
Instructorship—now held by Kendall Sharp. These investments 
provide stability and professional support for instructors, ensuring 
they can dedicate themselves to delivering transformative learnin g 
experiences. The She�elds’ philanthropy has enhanced recruitment 
and retention, elevated the program’s pro�le, and advanced the 
vision to grow endowed support of the Basic Program for enduring 
excellence at Graham. 

“Philanthropy at Graham made my career possible. I am honored to hold the newly endowed �
position as the She�eld Family Basic Program Distinguished Instructor. Such stability makes �
it possible to plan my courses well into the future.” �

Kendall Sharp 
SHEFFIELD FAMILY BASIC PROGRAM DISTINGUISHED INSTRUCTOR 

GRAHAM COMMUNITY RALLIES ON GIVING DAY TO SUPPORT SCHOLARSHIPS 

Sue Padula, Roberta Lee and 
Alec Wang 

The Graham community’s generosity was powerfully demonstrated 
on UChicago Giving Day on March 25–26, 2025. With broad support 
and a $25,000 matching gift from Basic Program alumna Sue Padula, 
$157,000 was raised—surpassing the $100,000 goal and ranking 
Graham among the University’s top �ve units in total dollars raised. 
The funds will support scholarships for the 2025–26 academic year, 
expanding access to Graham’s classrooms for more learners. 
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DISTINGUISHED INSTRUCTORSHIP ESTABLISHED IN HONOR OF KATIA MITOVA 

Katia Mitova 

In honor of Katia Mitova’s transformative impact as a Basic Program 
instructor since 1998, Graham School students, led by alumnus Kevin 
Russell, raised $1 million to establish the Katia Mitova Distinguished 
Instructorship. Known for her intellectual rigor, passion for literatu re, 
and dedication to teaching, Katia inspired generations of learners 
and earned both the Excellence in Teaching Award and the Dean’s 
Service Award. This endowed instructorship ensures her legacy of 
exceptional teaching will continue while strengthening the program 
for future students. 

“�e Katia Mitova Distinguished Instructorship re�ects the Graham community’s unalloyed admiration, appreciation, 
and a�ection for Katia. Katia’s mastery of the material and her craft set a high standard for the instructor who is 
privileged to hold the position bearing her name.” 

Kevin Russell 
CER‘16 (BASIC PROGRAM)� 
CHAIR, BASIC PROGRAM FUND DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE� 

BOWE-STEWART LECTURE SERIES DEBUTS WITH DORIS KEARNS GOODWIN 

Seth Green, Doris Kearns-Goodwin, 
Peter Bowe and Barbara Stewart 

The Bowe-Stewart Lecture Series, made possible through the 
generosity of Peter Bowe and Barbara Stewart, was established to 
advance civic education and community engagement at the Graham 
School. The inaugural lecture on April 24, 2025 featured Pulitzer 
Prize–winning historian Doris Kearns Goodwin in conversation with 
Dean Seth Green on leadership, history, and democracy. Goodwin 
re�ected on lessons from the past and underscored the importance 
of humility, empathy, and resilience in public life, inspiring meaningfu l 
dialogue on the role of history in shaping civic responsibility. 

SECURING THE FUTURE OF THE BASIC PROGRAM 

UChicago President Paul Alivisatos  
speaks to Graham community on  
the lifelong liberal arts 

$4.5 M 
CURRENT 

$5.25 M 
GOAL 

As the Basic Program nears its 80th anniversary, the Graham School 
community is advancing the Securing the Future initiative, a peer-led 
e�ort to grow endowed support of the Basic Program, to ensure this 
hallmark of lifelong learning continues to thrive. 

Thanks to the generosity of alumni, students, and friends, $4.5 million 
has been raised toward the $5.25 million goal, fueling meaningful  
progress. Philanthropic support has already established three end owed  
instructorships—the Claudia Traudt Instructorship, the Katia Mi tova  
Distinguished Instructorship, and the She�eld Family Basic Progra m 
Distinguished Instructorship—while strengthening instructor  professional  
development and expanding scholarship opportunities for learne rs. 

With continued investment, the initiative is poised to reach its goal 
and secure the Basic Program’s legacy for generations to come. 
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Graham Circle Donor Honor Roll 
The Graham Circle is a community of supporters committed to advancing lifelon g liberal arts 
education through the Graham School. This giving society recognizes don ors who contribute 
$1,000 or more annually, with four levels of distinction within the Circle . The following list 
highlights FY25 donors (July 1, 2024–June 30, 2025) whose generosity rea ched $1,000 or more. 

CIRCLE BENEFACTOR  (ANNUAL GIVING OF $10,000+ TO GRAHAM) 

 

   
 

 

 

  
 

  

   
 

 

Dianne  Blanco , CER’22 (Basic Program) 

Matthew Brooks, LSI’25 and Deborah  Brooks 

Brian Burrows, CER’10 (Basic Program) 

Debra  Cantrell , CER’10 (Basic Program) 
and Keith  Cantrell 

David  Conder, CER’12 (Basic Program) 

Alice  Davison , LSI’25 

Maria Diserio, AB’82 
and Stephen Blewitt, AB’82,  CER’24 

Janet Foutty, LSI’25 

Leon B. Green�eld, JD’89  and  Mirian  Nemetz 

John Hass, LSI’24  and Mary Frances Budig 
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Susan  Nedza Lastres , MLA’19 
and Oswaldo  Lastres 

Roberta  Lee , CER’22 (Basic Program) 

Averill  Leviton
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Patrick O’Meara 

Susan  Padula , CER’07�(Basic�Program) �and�
Richard  Padula 

Sheila Penrose, CER’10�(Asian�Classic s)�

Don  Phillips , AM’86,�CER’17�
(Basic�Program)� and� Anne  Phillips 

Terrence  Ransford , LSI’25�

Kevin A. Russell, CER’16�(Basic�Program)�

Ellen  Rysk e, CER’07�(Basic�Program),�CER’11�
(Asian�Classic s)�

Hope R. Sheffield, CER’08�(Basic�Program)��
and� Jeffrey  T. Sheffield , AB’76��

Barbara  Stewart �and� Peter  Bowe  

James �ÏSulzer, CER’09�(Basic�Program)��

Ross Sweeny, CER’83�(Basic�Program)��

Mark Tresnowski, MLA’15�and� Rita Tresnowski

CIRCLE SUSTAINER  (ANNUAL GIVING OF $5,000+ TO GRAHAM)� 

Scott Anderson,  CER’22 (Basic Program)  and  
Laura Anderson,  CER’22  
(Basic Program) 

Anonymous 

Deborah Bennett,  LSI’25 

Katharine L. Bensen, AB’80   
and  C. Richard Johnson,  JD’65 

Gail Bumgarner, CER’23 (Basic Program) 

Lutgart Calcote,  CER’24 (Basic Program) 

Rita Huang Carroll,  AB ‘97, LSI ‘25  
and  John C. Carroll, AB ‘96 

Elizabeth Chandler, AM’72 
and James Kenneth Chandler, AM’72, PhD’78 

Julie Conway,  CER’21 (Basic Program) 

Michelle Cooper   
and  Edwin Riley Cooper,  SM’97 

Sylvia Fergus,  CER’03 (Basic Program) 

Constance Filling,  AM ‘78, LSI ‘25  
and  Robert Donald Hevey, Jr.,  MBA ‘78 

Michelle Fowler,  CER’22 (Basic Program) 

Martin J. Friedman, CER’20 (Basic Program)  
and  Peggy L. Casey-Friedman 

John Gibbons 
and Susan Gibbons, CER’20 (Basic Program) 

Sam Gordon and  Patty Gerstenblith 

Steven Handler, JD’71 and  Janet Koran 

George Hardin,  CER’05 (Basic Program) 

Omer Imtiaz,  MLA’19 

Je�rey Jaworski,  CER’24 (Basic Program) 

Kartik Jayaram,  MBA’00, CER’09 

Patricia D. Klowden, AB’67   
and  Michael L. Klowden, AB’67 

Linda Levin, MLA’12 and Robert Levin 

John Massura 

Erin Elizabeth McInerney, MBA’81 

Tom Mitchell, MLA’12   
and  Rosemarie Mitchell,  MLA’12 

Elizabeth A. Raymond and  Paul Hybel 

Brian Renaud 

Gerald Ritter,  CER’91 (Basic Program), MLA’96 

Catherine Rudolph,  CER’01 (Basic Program), 
CER’10 (Asian Classics) 

Robert Prado Scales,  MLA’12, AM’18 
and Mary Keefe, CER’23 (Basic Program) 

Gary Shapiro,  CER’19 (Basic Program)  
and  Enid Shapiro 

Louanne Smolin,  Ed.D., CER’24 �  
(Basic Program)� 

Maureen Talbot,  CER’22 (Basic Program)� 

Charles Taylor,  CER’22 (Basic Program)� 

Rishad Tobaccowala,  MBA’82 �  
and  Rekha Tobaccowala 

Betty Vandenbosch 

Michael P. Walsh,  LSI’25  
and  Elizabeth R. Foster,  MBA’94 

Alec Wang, CER’24 (Basic Program) 

Barbara Weisenburger,  CER’20  
(Basic Program) 

Laura Werner  and Michael Werner 

Ronald Whiteford II,  MLA’16 

Melisa Wilson 

Evonne Yonover,  MLA’16 and John Yonover 

Geri Yonover, AB’64 and Ronald Yonover 
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CIRCLE PATRON (ANNUAL GIVING OF $2,500+ TO GRAHAM)� 

Barbara Ann Andrews,  AM’98, CER’91  
(Basic Program) 

Sanford Baim 

Mary Jo Basler, CER’24 (Basic Program) �
and Douglas Basler� 

Steve Benjamin, CER’22 (Basic Program) �  
and  Carin Gendell 

Melanie Berg, AB’70 and Thomas Berg, AB’72 

Darwin Broenen 

Charles Caldwell,  CER’24 (Basic Program) 

Timothy Chrapkiewicz, CER’16  
(Basic Program) and Debra Chrapkiewicz  

Kelli Cohen 

David Collins 

Duane M. DesParte,  LSI’25  
and  John C. Schneider, MBA’86 

Wendy DuBoe, LSI’24 and Leon Heller 

Philip Fowler, CER’18 (Basic Program) 

James Franczek,  JD’71, LSI’25  
and  Deborah Franczek,  JD’72, CER’85  
(Basic Program) 

William Green�eld  and  Barbara R Green�eld,  
CER’10 (Basic Program) �

Thomas C. Heagy,  AB’68, MBA’70, CER’11 �
(Basic Program) and Linda H. Heagy,  MBA’86, �
CER’11 (Basic Program) �

Louise Hillegass,  AM’87, CER’10 

Craig Hunegs 

David Mark,  MBA’90, MLA’25, and Carol Mark 

Christopher Noon,  MBA’72, LSI’24  
and  Barbara Noon 

Martin John Perry,  MBA’79  
and  Barbara Williams  

Louise Smith,  MLA’10 

Elizabeth Sonnenschein 

Denise Stewart  and George Engeln 

Mark Stratman 

Virginia C. Tobiason,  CER’02   
(Basic Program)� 

Nancy Van Grinsven,  CER’10, CER’12 � 
(Basic Program) �

James White, CER’04 (Basic Program) �

CIRCLE MEMBER  (ANNUAL GIVING OF $1,000+ TO GRAHAM)� 

Susan Aaron  and  Lawrence B. Aaron,   
HD’57, EX’60 

Katherine Abbott,  MBA’77, CER’22 
(Basic Program) and Jerry Szatan, MBA’84 

Beverlee Anderson,  CER’23 (Basic Program) 

David Bates 

Kathleen Beavis and Bruce Beavis 

Kathy Berger  and  Louis Schorsch,  CER’21 
(Basic Program) 
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Beth Anne Bockes, MLA’24 

Mary Jo Boldingh,  CER’22 (Basic Program) 
and  Edwin Boldingh 

Bonnie Blevins, CER’23 (Basic Program) 

Frank  and Kate Brodlo 

James Broenen,  MBA’99 

Elaine Bucklo, CER’24 (Basic Program) 

John Callahan,  MLA’02 

Gay-Young Cho,  AM’87 and Christopher Chiu 

Derek Cottier,  CER’21 (Basic Program) 

Kathleen Cox, JD’79, LSI’24 

Mary Coyne, MPP’87, JD’91, CER’22  
(Basic Program) and Bill Kolasky �

Michael Cusick,  CER’25 (Basic Program) �

Joan Dutton,  AB’66 and William Dutton�  

Kenneth East,  AM’70, PhD’91 �  
and  Timothy Thurlow,  AM’77, PhD’84, JD’86, �
CER’22 (Basic Program) �

Jeanne Ettelson, JD’83 �

Elizabeth Ann Evans 

Julie Fisher,  in memory of  
Lilla Lissimore  Wheeler  

Karen Frank  and James S. Frank 

Elizabeth Frumkin, AM’92, JD’95, CER’24 
(Basic Program) and Peter J. Frumkin,  PhD’97 

Patricia Larkin Gerber,  CER’12 (Basic Program)  
and  Gregory Gerber 

Steven Gevinson, AM’75, MAT’78, PhD’90, �
CER’11 (Basic Program) �

Motoko Goto,  CER’97 (Basic Program) �

Berta Graciano� 

Edward Gramling, CER’25 (Basic Program)  �

Thomas Haslett, CER’14 (Basic Program) �  
and  Louise Haslett  

Claire Heideman 

Bill Higgins,  CER’25 (Basic Program) 

Patty Hulseman-Abrams  

Daniel Hutter,  CER’24 (Basic Program) 

Alexandra Inzer,  CER’22 (Basic Program) 

Je� and Marian Jacobson 

Kathryn Gibbons Johnson,  CER’19  
(Basic Program) and Bruce Johnson 

Frederick Jolly, MLA’11� 

Walter Kurczewski, CER’10 (Basic Program) �

Scott and Tyana Kurtz �

Mary Lou Lager, CER’25 (Basic Program) �

Ka Yee C. Lee  and Thuong G. van Ha �

Donald A. Lindstrom,  CER’12 (Basic Program) �

April Allen Ljung, CER’23 (Basic Program) �  
and  Michael Ljung �

Karen Lose� Lothan, CER’23 (Basic Program) �
and  Avram Lothan �

Susan O’Brien Lyons,  MLA’14, AM’21, CER’08, �
CER’10 and Douglas Lyons�  

George Mann,  CER’17 (Basic Program) �  
and  Roberta Mann�  

Sarah Marino �

Michael Markman,  CER’11 (Basic Program)� 

Kathleen McCreary, CER’20 (Basic Program) �

Josephine McEntee, CER’24 (Basic Program) �  

Julie Ryan McGue �

William J. McNally,  CER’04 (Basic Program) �

John McWatters, MLA’22, LSI’24  �

Ernst D. Melchior, CER’97 (Basic Program), �
MLA’09  

Marla Mendelson, MD 
and Stephen Wol�, MBA’86 

Harvey R. Mitchell III,  SB’83 

Lori Mitchell,  CER’97 (Basic Program)    

Tom Norton,  CER’19 (Basic Program) 

Joanne Oyer, CER’18 (Editing) 

Thomas Pawlik 

Lawrence Pelka,  CER’21 (Basic Program) 

George W. Perez,  CER’24 (Basic Program 
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Janice Ann Perrino, MLA’16 

Ernest Pitt,  MLA’25 and Patricia Pitt 

Elizabeth Plotnick,  CER’91 (Basic Program) 
and  Harvey Plotnick, AB’63 

John W. Prange,  MBA’81 and Sue L. Prange 

Barbara Quilty,  MBA’77, CER’25  
(Basic Program) 

John W. Read,  MLA’22 

Herman Thomas Reepmeyer,  AM’77, MBA’78 
and  Karen Reepmeyer�  

Larry Rodgers,  LSI’25 �

William Roth,  MLA’23�  

Alyssa Roulo, CER’25 (Basic Program) �

James Runnion,  CER’21 (Basic Program) �

Mary Russell �

Catherine Sanders,  CER’25 (Basic Program) �

John Schaal, CER’10 (Basic Program) �

Carole Schecter,  CER’18 (Basic Program) �

David M. Schi�man�   
and  Judith Feigon Schi�man �

Sheri Schneider and Reinhard Schneider,� 
CER’17 (Basic Program) �

Casie Schuller   

Laurence Shi�,  CER’02 (Basic Program), 
CER’10 (Asian Classics) and  Janet Shi�  

Audra Sjaardema 

Janet Carl Smith 

Thomas Smith,  CER’19 (Basic Program)  
and  Irene K. Smith �

Lisbeth Sti�el �

Gary Strange,  CER’21 (Basic Program) �

Sarah Tellefson, CER’21 (Basic Program) �

Bill  and  Barbara Vernon �

Rick and Judy Wallace �

Deborah Watrach,  CER’16 (Basic Program) �

Dia S. Weil,  MLA’24� 

Lyman Welch, CER’96 (Basic Program) �

Carrie Wenzel, CER’16 (Integrated Marketing) �

W. Matthew White 

Constance  and Hugh Williams 

Linda Woloshin 

David Yamada, CER’24 (Basic Program) 

Chuck Zumbrun,  CER’25 (Basic Program) 

CIRCLE LIFE MEMBERS (LIFETIME GIVING OF $100,000+ TO GRAHAM)� 

Brian Burrows, CER’10 (Basic Program) 

Debra Cantrell,  CER’10 (Basic Program)   
and  Keith Cantrell 

Geo�rey M. Curtis,  LSI’24   
and  Emily E. Sammon 

Patrick O’Meara 

Don Phillips,  AM’86, CER’17  
(Basic Program) and  Anne Phillips 

Kevin A. Russell, CER’16 (Basic Program) 

Hope R. She�eld,  CER’08 (Basic Program)   
and  Je�rey T. She�eld,  AB’76 

Barbara Stewart  and  Peter Bowe 

Virginia C. Tobiason,  CER’02   
(Basic Program) 

Gregory Wendt, AB’83  and Lisa Wendt 

SOCIETY FOR LIBERAL EDUCATION DONOR HONOR ROLL 

We are grateful to the generous supporters of the foundational gift phase of S ecuring the 
Future of the Basic Program, whose contributions of $5,000 and above have hel ped launch 
this initiative. 

Katherine Abbott, MBA’77, CER’22 
(Basic Program) and Jerry Szatan, MBA’84 

Barbara Andrews  AM’98, CER’91 
(Basic Program) 

Anonymous� 

Gail Bumgarner,  CER’23 (Basic Program)� 

Brian Burrows,  CER’10 (Basic Program)� 

Debra Cantrell,  CER’10 (Basic Program) �  
and  Keith Cantrell 

Elizabeth Chandler,  AM’72 
and James Kenneth Chandler,  AM’72, PhD’78 

David Collins 

David Conder,  CER’12 (Basic Program) 

Julie Conway,  CER’21 (Basic Program) 

Michelle Cooper   
and  Edwin Riley Cooper, SM’97 

Sylvia Fergus, CER’03 (Basic Program) 

Martin J. Friedman,  CER’20 (Basic Program) 
and  Peggy L. Casey-Friedman� 

Patricia Larkin Gerber,  CER’12 (Basic Program)� 

Susan CER’20  (Basic Program) �  
and  John Gibbons� 

George Hardin,  CER’05 (Basic Program)� 

Bill Higgins,  CER’25 (Basic Program)� 

Je�rey Jaworski,  CER’24 (Basic Program)� 

Mary Keefe, CER’23 (Basic Program) �  
and  Bob Prado Scales,  MLA’12, AM’18� 

Brae Korin, AM’77, CER’21 (Basic Program) �
and Norman S. Ryan� 

Mary Lou Lager,  CER’25 (Basic Program)� 

Roberta Lee,  CER’22 (Basic Program)� 

Jennifer Lind,  MLA’22 and Sean Ryan 

Jessie,  CER’00 (Basic Program)  
and  Douglas MacDonald 

George Mann,  CER’17 (Basic Program)  
and  Roberta Mann 

Ernst D. Melchior,  CER’97 (Basic Program), �
MLA’09� 

Don Phillips,  AM’86, CER’17 (Basic Program) �
and  Anne Phillips 

Brian Renaud 

Gerald Ritter,  CER’91 (Basic Program), MLA’96  
and  Roberta Ritter�  

Catherine Rudolph,  CER’01 (Basic Program)� 

Kevin A. Russell,  CER’16 (Basic Program)� 

Ellen Ryske,  CER’07 (Basic Program)� 

Hope R. She�eld,  CER’08 (Basic Program) �
and  Je�rey T. She�eld,  AB’76 

Louanne Smolin,  CER’24 (Basic Program) 
and David Eaton 

James Sulzer,  CER’09 (Basic Program) 

Ross Sweeny,  CER’83 (Basic Program)  
and  Helen Epstein 

Virginia C. Tobiason,  CER’02 (Basic Program) 

Judy and Rick Wallace 

Barbara Weisenburger,  CER’20  
(Basic Program) 

James White,  CER’04 (Basic Program) 
and Carol Brady 

Lisa Wiggin,  CER’12 (Basic Program)  
and  Paul Wiggin 

Evonne Yonover,  MLA’16 and John Yonover 
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Graham Council and Advisory Committees� 
The Graham School is deeply grateful to its volunteer leaders, whose genero us contributions 
of time and expertise help advance the School’s mission of fostering lifelon g learning and 
enriching liberal arts education. Members of the Graham Council and advisory co mmittees 
are recognized below. 

GRAHAM COUNCIL 

The Graham Council is comprised of distinguished leaders who are deeply commi tted 
to the School’s mission and who help to advise and advance the School’s strate gies. 

Scott M. Anderson 
CER’22 (Basic Program), Chief Investment 
O�cer, North Dakota Retirement and 
Investment O�ce 

Cli� Barber 
Partner, Chicago Rises 

Kate Bensen 
AB’80, Experienced CEO & Board Member 

Stephen Blewitt 
LSI’24, Co-Founder and Manager, 
Youth.Work.Connect. 

Lara Druyan 
AB’89, General Partner, Private Liquidity 
Partners, Venture Partner, Silicon Valley 
Data Capital 

Janet Foutty 
LSI’25, Senior Advisor, Board Member, Author 
Former Chair, Deloitte & Former CEO, 
Deloitte Consulting 

Leon Green�eld 
JD’89, Partner, WilmerHale 

Craig Hunegs 
Fellow, Harvard University Advanced 
Leadership Initiative 

Omer Imtiaz 
MLA’19, Distinguished Enterprise Architect, 
Salesforce 

Kartik Jayaram 
MBA’00, Senior Partner, McKinsey & Company 
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Michael Klowden 
Executive Vice Chairman, Milken Institute 

Roberta Lee 
CER’22 (Basic Program), Civic Leader 

Jennifer A. Lind 
MLA’22, Open Enrollment Instructor 

Tom Manning 
Executive Chairman, Cresco Labs 

Dave Mark 
MBA’90 and MLA’25, Retired Finance Executive 

Erin McInerney 
MBA’81, Retired EVP and CMO, 
LaSalle Bank Corporation 

Rosemarie Mitchell 
MLA’12, Retired CEO of ABS Associates 
Convocation Alumni Speaker 

Margaret Mueller 
AM’97, Managing Director and Chief Growth 
O�cer, Tilia Holdings 

Christopher Noon 
MBA’72, LSI’24, Principal and Founder, 
Quadrangle Development Company 

Susan Padula 
CER ‘07 (Basic Program), Civic Leader 

Sheila Penrose 
CER’10 (Asian Classics), President, 
S.A. Penrose Advisors, LLC 

Don Phillips 
AM’86, CER’17 (Basic Program), Managing 
Director, Morningstar 

Kevin Russell 
CER’16 (Basic Program), Retired Partner, 
Latham & Watkins 

Barbara Stewart 
Former Chief Executive O�cer, AmeriCorps 

Rishad Tobaccowala 
MBA’82, Author & Senior Advisor, 
Publicis Groupe 

Mark Tresnowski 
MLA’15, Senior Advisor,� 
Former Managing Director & General Counsel, �
Madison Dearborn Partners� 

Betty Vandenbosch 
Director, Adtalem Global Education 

Alec Wang 
CER’24 (Basic Program), Founder & President, 
Tana Investment Group 

Michael Werner 
Founder & CEO, HomeX 

Melisa Wilson 
Managing Director and Banker (Retired) 

David Yamada 
CER ’24 (Basic Program) and Law Professor 

Evonne Yonover 
MLA ‘16, Civic Leader 

MASTER OF LIBERAL ARTS STUDENT AND ALUMNI ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

Our Master of Liberal Arts program bene�ts from an advisory committee compri sed 
of students and alumni who are committed to strengthening liberal arts educ ation. 

Daniel Bruetman,  Md, Mmm 
MLA’25, Medical Oncologist 

Beth Coronelli 
MLA’24, Principal, Coronelli Advisors 

Heather Gardner 
Financial Institutions Relationship Manager, 
Trustee, and Board Leader 

Mark Heaney 
MLA’24, CEO, Magnet Health 

Omer Imtiaz 
MLA’19, Distinguished Enterprise Architect, 
Salesforce 

Álvaro Iriarte 
MLA’22, Content Director, 
Instituto Res Publica (Chile) 

Susan Nedza Lastres 
MLA’19, Principal, SMN Health Policy Insights 

Linda Levin 
MLA’12, Architect 

Dave Mark 
MBA’90, MLA’25, Retired Finance Executive 

Sarah Hope Marshall 
MLA’22, Founder, Profound Hope Industries 

Kelly Martin 
MBA’88, Retired Partner, 
William Blair & Company, L.L.C. 

Patrick O’Meara 
Chairman, Ann Arbor Acquisition Corp. 

Sharath Raja 
MD’92, Former Managing Partner & President, 
Retina and Vitreous Consultants 

John Read 
MLA’22, Retired Trial Lawyer, Art Museum 
Docent and Navy Veteran 

Robert Riva 
AB’90, Partner, CRE Finance Group, Cole Schotz, 
P.C.; Founding Partner, Telos Educational 
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William Roth 
MLA’23, Former President and Chief 
Operating O�cer, SCAN Health Plan 

Sarah Sapperstein 
MLA’13, Manager of Strategic Donor Services, 
Chicago Community Trust 

Audra Sjaardema (Hall) 
MLA’14, Options Trader 

Louise Smith 
MLA’10, Management Consultant & Civic Leader 

Dia S. Weil 
MLA’24, Retired Technology Executive 
and Board Leader 

Matthew Wolski 
MLA’22, Attorney, Technologist, 
and Oxford Comma Enthusiast 

Evonne Yonover 
MLA’16, Civic Leader 

LEADERSHIP & SOCIETY INITIATIVE ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

Our Leadership and Society Initiative bene�ts from the ongoing guidanc e and support of advisors 
who work at the forefront of a variety of industries and at the vanguard of societal i mpact. 

Beth Brooke 
Board Director at The New York Times, 
eHealth, US Olympic and Paralympic 
Committee, and SHEEX 

Michael Clinton 
Best-Selling Author and Longevity Expert 

Kate Markin Coleman 
Principal & Founder, IAS Advising LLC 

Geo�rey Curtis 
LSI Fellow ’24,  Former Executive Vice 
President, Corporate A�airs and Chief 
Communications O�cer, Horizon Therapeutics 

Alice Davison 
LSI Fellow ’25, Former Senior Vice President, 
Capital Group 

Derek Douglas 
President, Civic Committee and the 
Commercial Club of Chicago 

Dan Draper 
CEO, S&P Dow Jones Indices 

Vicki Escarra 
Senior Advisor, The Boston Consulting Group 

John Hass 
LSI Fellow ’24, Former Chairman, 
President & CEO, Rosetta Stone 

Susan Gianinno 
Senior Advisor, Publicis Group 

Rodney L. Goldstein 
Co-Managing Partner, Wealth Strategist 
Partners 

Christie Hefner 
Corporate Board Director 
and Former Chairman & CEO 

Suneel Kamlani 
Chairman of the Board, MUFG Securities 
Americas Inc. 

Connie L. Lindsey 
Former Executive Vice President 
and Head of Corporate Social Responsibility, 
Northern Trust 

Tom Manning 
Executive Chairman, Cresco Labs 

Anne Mulcahy 
Former Chair and CEO, Xerox Corporation 

Je�ery Perry 
Founder & CEO, Lead Mandates; Board 
Director; Retired EY Global Client Service 
Partner 

Sunil Sanghvi 
Senior Partner Emeritus & Senior Advisor, 
McKinsey & Company 

Eric Schurenberg 
Former Editor-in-chief and CEO, Inc. 
and Fast Company 

Michelle Seitz 
Founder & CEO, MeydenVest Partners 

Barbara Stewart 
Former Chief Executive O�cer, AmeriCorps 

Liz Tinkham 
LSI Fellow ’25, Former Senior Managing 
Director, Accenture; Adjunct Professor, 
University of Washington 

Gregory W. Wendt 
Partner, Capital Groups 

Andrea Zopp 
Managing Partner, Cleveland Avenue 

SECURING THE FUTURE COMMITTEE 

The Securing the Future initiative is led by the Basic Program Fund Developme nt Committee, a 
distinguished committee of Graham School students and alumni who believ e in the power of liberal 
education and who seek to sustain and grow the Basic Program for future generat ions of learners. 

Katherine Abbott 
MBA’77, CER’22 (Basic Program), 
Retired Financial Executive 

Barbara Andrews 
AM’98, CER’91 (Basic Program) 

Elizabeth (Becky) Chandler 
AM’72 Basic Program Student 

Julie Conway 
CER’21 (Basic Program), Two-time Graham 
School Oxford Program Participant 

Mary Letitia Coyne 
AM’82, JD’91, CER’22 (Basic Program) 

Sam Gordon 
Basic Program Student 

Bill Higgins 
CER‘25 (Basic Program) 

Brae Korin 
AM’77, CER’21 (Basic Program) 

Mary Lou Lager 
CER‘25 (Basic Program) 

Roberta Lee 
CER’22 (Basic Program), Civic Leader 

Don Phillips 
AM’86, CER’17 (Basic Program), 
Managing Director, Morningstar 

Kevin Russell 
Retired Partner, Latham & Watkins 
Chair, Basic Program Fund Development 
Committee 

Hope Reisman She�eld 
CER’08 (Basic Program) 

Je�rey T. She�eld 
AB’76, Basic Program Student 

Jim Sulzer 
CER’09 (Basic Program), Retired Partner, 
Sulzer, Shopiro & Patel Ltd. 

Virginia Tobiason 
CER’02 (Basic Program) 

Barbara Weisenburger 
CER‘20 (Basic Program) 
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 For information on how to support the Graham School, �
please contact the Graham Advancement team at grahamadvancement@uchicago.edu.� 

graham.uchicago.edu� 

773-702-1722
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