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EXPLORATIONS OF MARS 
 
Graham School of Continuing Liberal and 
Professional Studies 
 
Autumn 2022 
 
Instructor: Dr. Jordan Bimm (he/him/his) 
Email: jordanbimm@uchicago.edu 
 
Meetings: Tuesday evenings on Zoom 
 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
Everyone is talking about Mars. Is there life there? Will humans ever set foot on 
the surface? Should we try to establish a settlement? How did we become 
obsessed with the Red Planet in the first place? Whether you have no prior 
knowledge of Mars or are someone deeply fascinated with space exploration 
this course will prepare you to join and lead Mars conversations happening 
across society. Through non-technical readings, activities, and discussions 
focused on the history and culture of Mars exploration we will build an 
understanding of important figures, events, ideas, and trends. A major focus 
will be learning how Mars has factored into different social and political projects 
here on Earth, including theological debates, military conquest, scientific 
exploration, commercial settlement, and many others. The course moves from 
the earliest visual observations of Mars to recent robotic missions on the 
planet’s surface, and also considers plans for future human exploration and 
habitation. Students with backgrounds in the humanities, social sciences, and 
physical sciences can all expect a deepened understanding of our important 
cosmic neighbor.  
 
 
INCLUSIVITY AND ACCESSIBILITY 
 
I take inclusivity and accessibility very seriously. This course must be inclusive 
and accessible to all who enroll in it. I expect all members of this course to 
contribute in ways that make this learning environment respectful, welcoming, 
and inclusive to all members of our group. If there are aspects of the instruction 
or course design that pose a barrier to access or inclusion, please let me know 
as soon as possible so I can take steps to remedy the situation. I also welcome 
anonymous feedback. I am committed to creating an accessible and 
intellectually fruitful learning environment for everybody.  
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SITE: http://www.spacexarch.com/ 

 
VIDEO: https://vimeo.com/311829201 
 

 
3) HASSELL + EOC: Mars Habitat 

 
SITE: https://www.hassellstudio.com/project/nasa-3d-
printed-habitat-challenge 

 
VIDEO: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AIrH01N9AsE 
 

 
4) ICON/NASA: Simulated Mars Surface Habitat 

 
SITE: https://www.iconbuild.com/updates/icon-3d-
prints-the-first-simulated-mars-surface-habitat-for-nasa 
 
VIDEO: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hGueqKpQACY 
 
 

 


